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much better, but not yet come to her senses — neither can she 
speak. 

24. Barbee returned from Williamsburg, but I did not receive 
any money from Col. Harrison. 

Xmas Day. Nancy seems to recover but slow, which makes 
our Xmas not so comfortable as we could wish, but I hope the 
Lord will give us strength to bear up under any affliction He is 
pleased to lay upon us. 

26. Nancy grows very restless, being difficult to keep her in 
bed. I wrote to Dr. Flood & desired he would visit her to- 
morrow. 

27. Dr. Flood came about 1 o'clock. Nancy very ill, after he 
came, which might be owing to his not giving her medicine, or 
to the large company that came to see her, or both. 

28. Dr. Flood let me know that Nancy is in great danger. 

30. We are comforted by Nancy appearing much better. 

31. I praise God, Nancy continues to recover. Lord, Thou 
hast this year been a kind & benevolent Father unto us, & tho' 
Thou has been pleased to afflict us in some measure, it has been 
with compassion & tenderness, when at the same time we de- 
served the severest punishment. 

(To be Continued.) 



LETTEE BOOK OF FRANCIS JERDONE. 
(Continued from page 160.) 

To Capt. William Thomson op the Polly. 

22« July, 1752. 
I have had no answer to my letter from my Father anent the house 
carpenter, which I wrote of to him. I heartily wish that he may have 
engaged one for me, that is a good tradesman, & withal 1 sober and indus- 
trious; if he has not already done it, I would take it as a particular 
kindness of you, when your business calls you to Jedburgh, that you 
would make enquiry for such a one; get him indented for four years. 
1 to pay him seven pounds sterling yearly wages & find him bed, board 
and washing & all tools; as my Father is now old & infirm, he cannot 
take so much trouble upon him. 

To Mr. Thomas Flowerdewe. 

15«i August, 1752. 
Refers to shipments of Tobacco by David Anderson and himself, by 
William Thomason and by James Grantland & Co., and Eichard & Win. 
Bulloch (of Hanover). 
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To Mr. Morgan Thomas & Comp'y. 

York, 29th December, 1752. 
Some letters I have from London mention that their (Messrs. Buch- 
anan & Hamilton) affairs will turn out much better than at first ex- 
pected, provided that there be £20,000 in Virginia; as far as I can 
judge of the matter, there will be that sum, or rather more, in current 
money, if the debts due to their stores here don't fall greatly short of 
my expectations. 

To Messrs. Samuel Kickards, Israel Mauduit, Arch'd 
Maclane, Edmund Lardner & William Cooke. 

Aug. 15*, 1752. 
"Gentlemen. Your favor of the 16th May I have received, inclosing 
an assignment from Messrs Buchanan & Hamilton to M" - Samuel Kick- 
ards & others of all their estate & Effects & also a letter of Attorney to 
Mr. Ninian Boog & myself impowering us to act in your behalf, which 
we will comply with to the utmost of our power." Eight attachments 
on Messrs Buchanan & Hamilton's effects already served. Others ex- 
pected one by Mrs. Buchanan as guardian to her children, who are under 
age & by Misses Anne & Mary Buchanan for their respective fortunes; 
their claim is for £10,000 stg. 

To Mr. Thomas Plowerdewe. 

New Kent County, 20 Septr., 1752. 

Sir. Since my last to you, which was the 2 1st ulto., I have received 
none of your favours. I then advised you that I had drawn upon you 
for £40 in favour of W". Nelson, Esqr. since which I have again drawn 
upon you payable to the same gentleman for £40, both which bills I hope 
you will duly honour. I have not time at present to draw out an 
invoice of what goods I intend to write to you for, but must defer it to 
the next opportunity. 

I am, with all due Esteem, Sir, &c. 

Postscript to my letter to Mr. Flowerdewe, Vizt. : 

The assignees of Buchanan & Hamilton write me, that for my satis- 
faction they are willing to vest in Government securities, all the remit- 
tances that I have made or shall make them on accot. of that Estate, & 
the stock to be bought in their names and mine, there to remain to an- 
swer any decrees, of our courts here or in England in cases of appeal 
against me, which I beg leave to desire you to see done in my behalf. 
I expect soon to know the fate of the bills remitted to you the first of 
May last, that I may order it into the hands of the Assignees. 
I am, as above, yours &c. P. J. 

Per the Commerce, Capt. Mouatt. 

To Miss Anne Buchanan. 

15 August, 1752. 
Madam. I received yours of the 18th of May, by Dinwidy, Capt. 
Randolph, & am very sorry that you have occasion to write to me upon 
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such a subject as the present unhappy situation of your Brother & Mr. 
Hamilton's affairs, in which you & your sisters bear so great a part. If 
it lay in my power to assist you in anything here, none would be more 
ready than I, who have ever retain'd a more than ordinary regard for 
the whole family of my late master, your worthy Father. The power of 
Attorney sent in here by Mr. James Buchanan to act in behalf of your 
self & sisters, is put into the hands of the King's Attorney, who has 
order'd out attachments against your Brother & M r . Hamilton's effects 
here, & altho' they are not the first by a great many, yet you are equally 
as forward as if they had been the first served, no preference being given 
to the first more than to the last, but I am much afraid that these 
attachments will answer no purpose, it being generally believed that all 
the attachments will be set aside, except tnose laid by the Inhabitants 
of this Colony, nor can the fate of them be known for some time to come, 
as our General Court is very slow in the determination of chancery 
causes, owing to the great number of suits that are always depending. 
I can only add further that all that can be done for you here will be 
done, & that you must rest satisfied & wait patiently under your 
present afflictions, until the fate of the attachments are determined, of 
which I shall advise ycu. 

I am, Madam, with all due respect, 
Per the Duke of Cumberland, Capt: Walker. 

To Mr. William Hamilton. 

20th September, 1753. 
Dr Sir. Since my last to you, which was the 10th of April, I have 
not been favour'd with any of yours. I am now to advise you that I 
have sold the chariot you sent me by Capt. Paterson for forty Pistoles, 
being £43. Curt, to Col. Hacke Mosely, which wa3 the most that 
I could make of it, & if that Gentleman had not bought it, I believe it 
would have been on hand at this time, second hand goods being no way 
saleable here; for our Gentry have such proud spirits, that nothing 
will go down, but equipages of the nicest & newest fashions. You'll 
hardly believe it when I tell you that there are sundry chariots now in 
the country which cost 200 Guineas, & one that cost 260. The Box of 
old clothes, as I formerly advised you, was sent to Maderia, & from 
thence to the West Indies, but could not be sold at either places; & as 
it is impossible to sell them here, I return them again to you by Capt. 
Peter Mouatt in the Commerce, who has promised me to take care of 
them for you. Be pleased to let me know to whom I am to remit the 
value of the chariot, as your letter which inclosed the bill of lading to 
me desired me to keep it until further orders, since which your friend, 
Mr. Richard Graham has wrote to me pressingly to remit him the pro- 
duce of it. Annexed hereto you have an accot. of the things return'd you 
by Capt. Mouatt. The old saddle went along with the chariot & harness 
to serve for a postilion saddle. I hope Mr. Graham will be well satisfied 
with the sale of the chariot, which was really much damaged in the 
passage by the ratts, I hope that I shall never have such another con- 
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signment. I am glad to hear from your Assignees that you are in a 
fair way of getting thro, the intricacy & perplexity of your affairs. I 
heartily wish you a happy ridance out of all difficulties, & am, with the 
most sincere affection, ]> W». 

Per the Commerce, Capt. Mouatt. F. J. 

To Mr. Samuel Biceards. 

20tn August, 1753. 
I am concerned for the loss which you have lately sustained, but it 
is a stroke of fortune's sport, or rather spite, to which all trading men 
are more particularly exposed than others; & I conjecture by what 
yourself & some other of my friends write, that credit at present stands 
on as ticklish a foundation as with us, on this side the Ocean; never 
was this country in a more lamentable condition than the present time, 
for all our money is carried out from amongst us, & there are but few 
who are worthy of credit, as there are tricking, evading & shuffling 
methods practiced by almost everybody who have any dealings at all; 
for my own part I am heartily tired of carrying on business in the 
manner that it has been carried on for some years past, & I am now 
retreating into the woods, where I am building a small hutt to live 
quietly with my little family; however I do not mean to live an inactive 
life, having some thought of carrying on a small pedling business, to 
assort which I shall want a small matter in your way, a note of which 
is annexed. 

To Capt. Hugh Crawford. 

21* August, 1753. 
Dr Sir. Long before this time I hope you are safe arrived in Lon- 
don, with your ship & cargo, & that you have had an agreeable meeting 
with all friends, especially the Assignees of B. & H., & that they have 
settled with you in an amicable manner of which I shall be very glad to 
have a particular accot. from yourself. Since you left this Mr Boog & 
myself have made large remittances to the Assignees, we trusting en- 
tirely upon their honour to bear us harmless, whatever may be the 
event of the attachments, & we hope they will be as good as their 
promises. Otherwise we shall be both forever ruin'd. Your opinion in 
this affair, as by this time you can form a true judgment how matters 
are carried on at home with you, & of the dispositions of the Assignees 
towards us will singularly oblige me. Yesterday the Assignees' affair 
with Potter was tried in York Court, but as I had the misfortune to 
tave a night cap Jury, with Hornsby, the Taylor, for their foreman, 
I think that I had hard measure; they dock'd every farthing of in- 
terest, & made no allowance upon accot. of the present high Excha now 
at 32%. Potter kept his horse ready in James Mitchell's stable to 
scour off, as soon as he knew the verdict of the Jury, fearing an execu- 
tion upon his back; however altho' he gave me the slip. I have got 
Messrs. Sproull & Blackburn, his special bail, to look to for the money 
which if not paid by next October, I shall immediately sue them. I 
have received no money for you since you left this country, only £15. 17. 
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8 for James Speirs bond to your brother. Rockwell has not paid any 
part. I have been afraid that it was a bad debt, however I hope that 
I have secured it, as I have taken security from him. Vizt. Mr. 
Ridlehurst, who keeps the public house under York Bank, & have 
given them to the ,20th of October next to pay it. I have obtained a 
judgment against Mr. John Hood & Lyon for Lyon's debt to Adam HilL 
It will be extreme hard on Mr. Hood to pay it, as he is likely to suffer 
so much already by that vagabond Lyon. None of your other debts are 
yet due. Your Brother, before he left the country, sent me an order 
on Mr. Pride for the amount of this accot, which he would not pay 
unless I would deduct the inclosed accot. of Thomas Reynolds for sloop 
hire against your Brother, & as I had no directions about it from him, 
the matter remains still unsettled. I have paid Mr. Alexander Mackie 
two pistoles freight of the 8 hhds. of Deer Skins sent round from 
James River. He made many words about your filling up the bills of 
Lading at £9 <P ton, upon which to make him easy I paid the freight. 
Very little has happened in this country since you left it worth your 
knowledge. Last week Mr. Archba Ritchie was married to a daughter 
of Capt. Roan's, with whom he gets £500 down, & as much at her father's 
death. Your friend James Mitchell met with an unlucky accident last 
week coming out of town from Wmsburg; his horses run his chair up 
against a bank & over set it, by which one of his legs was broke in the 
fall, however he is now in a fair way of recovery. Capt. Seton I believe 
does not meet with such dispatch in James River as he expected, some of 
the great Dons failing in their promises. He has had great revelings 
on board at sundry times, insomuch that we can hardly sleep at my 
Quarters in New Kent for the noise of his guns. Mr. Norton & his fam- 
ily were well yesterday; he talks much of going home to London next 
summer with his eldest son. All our friends in this country are well, 
& your favorite widow as charming as ever; and as yet the coast is 
clear, there being no rivals in the way. J. C. has never yet appear'd, 
& I believe should he come his reception would be very cold. I have 
never known the country so clean swept of Tobo as it now is, there 
being none either on York River or James River to be sold even for 
cash, & Mr. Boog tells me, that it is much the same on Rappk. Last 
Hanover Court Tobacco got up to 20£ & very little at market for sale. 
A great many of the ships now in the country will go dead freighted 
some part of their load, unless they will stay for the new crop. I have 
been moved from York about a month. My present residence is at the 
Widow's, & some time at Col. Macon's. I hope to be settled in Louisa 
by next May. I hope Mr. Montgomery honoured my order on him, as he 
has advised Mr. Stevenson that he had sold our Tobacco. Be pleased to 
add to my order for goods one brass warming pan & handle about 7/6 
price. My wife joins with me in my sincere wishes for the continuance 
of your health & happiness, & you may believe me to be your real Friend 
& h'ble Servant, F. J. 

P. S. I want the certificate of the Jenny's discharge of her load 
when the Polly, in order to cancell my bond. Pray take a step out to. 
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Moorefields, when you are at leisure, to see what kind of a chaise body 
my friend Mr. Davidson is getting made for me. 
Per the Berry, Capt. James Belcher. 

To Capt. Hugh Crawford. 

12th September, 1754. 
Dear Sir. Since my last to you, which was the 2* of August, by the 
Elizabeth and Nelson, I have received none of your favours. I then 
omitted to send you Rob*. Shield's 2d bill on W». Bowden for £24, which 
is now inclosed. Upon perusing your letter to me from Glasgow of the 
2* of January, you express yourself very ready at any time to execute 
any commission for what goods I may have occasion for from London, 
upon which encouragement I herewith inclose a scheme of goods which 
I want sent me early next spring; value about £550. The remittances 
shall be made you by bills in due time; however, lest it should not be 
agreeable to you, I have inclosed it in a few lines to Mr. Flowerdewe, 
which you will destroy if you choose to execute the commission. 

To Capt. Hugh Crawford. 

12th September, 1754. 
Our public affairs in this country seem at present to be in great 
confusion. No doubt you have heard by this time of the defeat of our 
Virginian forces, under Col. Washington, upon the Ohio River by the 
French, on the 3d of July last, which occasion'd our Governour to call 
the Assembly together on the 22* of last month, in order to raise men 
& money for the defence of the country, but to the great astonishment of 
all men of common understanding, they, in their great wisdom, would 
levy nothing unless £2500 should be paid out of the first of it to their 
agent, whom they sent home out of their own heads, without the ap- 
probation of the Councill to solicite an affair against the Governour of 
a pistole fee demanded by him on signing the patents for Land, which 
sum of £2500 they had bargain'd with their agent for before he left the 
country, and as they now find that they cannot make up of the publick 
money in the treasury to pay him, they have no other way to keep them- 
selves clear than to levy it on the people. The bill they prepared was 
to levy 2/ pr. poll before Xmass & 3/ pr. poll before next midsummer, 
out of which they tack'd a clause to the bill to pay the Attorney, their 
agent, £2500, which bill when carried up to the Councill was rejected 
upon the first reading, & by every serious thinking man thought very 
justly & wisely done: So that the Assembly is again broke up without 
doing anything for the service of the country, after expending a great 
deal of the public money to no purpose. We are now in a very sad 
situation in this country. Our public credit it is so sunk that none are 
to be found who will lend out money for the country service, even at 
6 pr. cent., indeed it is but very few who have it in their power to do it, 
as the Gold & Silver which was current in the country a few years 
ago is now chiefly vanish'd, which looks like a just punishment upon 
us for our extravagancy, pride & prodigality; to all which you are no 
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stranger. We are now at the mercy of the French & Indians, who are 
daily making inroads among the back inhabitants, & it is much to be 
feared, ere long they will visit us who live on this side of the Great 
Mountains, unless they are drove off by unexpected assistance. Your 
old acquaintance, James Skelton, is dead, as also Robert Miller, of 
Wmsbg. My wife joins with me in wishing you health & happiness, & 
ever remain Dr Hugh, &c. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received Richard Chamber- 
layne's bill of Excha on Rob'. Cary Esqr. & Co., for £30, & Richard 
Farell's bill of Excha on his Brother, Joseph Farell, of Bristol, for 
£120, both which are inclosed, & are to be applied towards the payment 
of the cargo now wrote for. 

Per Capt. Robert Patterson in the Sally & Patty. 
(To be continued.) 



SKETCH OF EEV. ELISHA PARMELE. 

[See The Theological Magazine, Vol. II., pp. 321-324. New York. 
Printed by T. & J. Swords, for Cornelius Davis. 1797. May, June, 
July.] 

( Communicated by R. A. Brock, Richmond, Va.) 

Elisha Parmele" was born at Goshen, Conn., Feb. 22, 1755. 
He received a liberal education, spending the first two years of 
his collegiate life at Yale College, and the last two at Harvard, 
where he was graduated in 1778. He excelled as a scholar, par- 
ticularly in the knowledge he acquired of the Hebrew and other 
Eastern languages, it having early been his intention to pre- 
pare for the work of the gospel ministry. 

His genius was good, and his natural temper unusually calm 
and serene, never having been seen to be in a passion, even by 
those who had been most conversant with him from infancy. 

Being of a slender constitution, and in ill health, he went 
into the Southern States, and spent the year 1779 in instructing 
an academy in Surry in Virginia.* 

In the year 1781, he received approbation to officiate as a 
candidate for the holy ministry; and on the 3d of July, 1783, 
was ordained to the pastoral office over the church in Lee, in 
the county of Berkshire, having felt the power of gospel truth, 
as he trusted, from the time of being sixteen years old. He 
took a severe cold in attending and preaching a lecture pre- 

* It was during July, 1779, that he attended William and Mary Col- 
lege and received in December the charters of the Phi Beta Kappa So- 
ciety for Harvard and Yale. See Qtjaetbrly, IV., page 251. 



